
Terms of Reference 

 
1. The Bishops Park Trust Committee (“the Trust”) will at all times act in 

the best interests of the Trust and in accordance with the Charities Act 
1993 and other applicable statutes and legal principles relating to the 
management of the land which is held for charitable purposes. 

 
2. The Trust will use all reasonable endeavours to further the object of the 

Trust which is that the land at the former Fox Hall and Wotherhead Hil 
Farms (comprising circa 46-acres acquired from James Elias Ludlam) 
be used as an open space or park. 

 
3. The Committee will comprise of 3 Members, appointed by the Cabinet.  

The Chair will be appointed by the Committee from amongst their 
number at the first meeting. 

 
4. Meetings will normally be held in a location which is accessible and 

acceptable to all members.  Where possible, accommodation will be 
provided by Oldham Borough Council. 

 
5. Meetings will be held as and when there is appropriate business to 

consider. 
 

6. Any items for the agenda should be sent to the Chair a minimum of 
seven working days prior to a meeting. 

 
7. An agenda and other relevant papers will be dispatched to all members 

at least five working days before the meeting, by an appropriate officer 
of the Council. 

 
8. All meetings will be minuted by an appropriate officer of the Council 

and the minutes will be sent to all members within ten working days of 
the meeting. 

 
9. Any members of the Trust must declare at the beginning of the 

meeting, or at any other appropriate stage, whether they are affected 
by a conflict of interest or conflict of duties in relation to any item on the 
agenda.  If they have a personal interest, they must not speak or vote 
on the item.  If a potential conflict of interest or duty arises from any 
matter, a member shall consider whether to withdraw.  However, 
provided that all members agree and the members acts in the best 
interests of the Trust and after receiving independent advice or 
recommendations, a member is permitted to consider and vote on the 
matter. 

 
10. Any proposal for alternation of the arrangements of the meetings of the 

Trust shall be considered by the Trust.  Any such proposal should be 
subject to one months notice, and the proposed alteration sent with the 
Agenda to all members. 

 



11. Each of the Trust members shall have one vote, each vote carries 
equal weight and decisions of the Trust shall be made on a majority 
vote.  A meeting the Trust will only be considered quorate if at least two 
voting members are present.  In the event of a tied vote, the Chair shall 
have the casting vote. 

 
12. The Trust has legal capacity to make and implement decisions in its 

own right without the need for ratification by the Council. 
 

Decisions of the Trust will be binding on both the said Committee and on 
Oldham Borough Council 


